
 
BRUNSWICK COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

OFFICIAL MINUTES 
PUBLIC HEARING 

APRIL 21, 2003 
6:20 P.M. 

(GIS-Proposed Street Names) 
 
 Pursuant to notice duly advertised and posted, the Brunswick County Board of 
Commissioners conducted a Public Hearing on the above date at 6:20 p.m., Commissioners’ 
Chambers, Public Assembly Building, County Government Center, Bolivia, North 
Carolina. 
 
 PRESENT:  Commissioner David R. Sandifer, Chairman 
    Commissioner Phil Norris, Vice Chairman 
    Commissioner May Moore 
    Commissioner Tom B. Rabon, Sr. 
    Commissioner William M. Sue 
 
 STAFF:  Marty K. Lawing, County Manager 

Steve Stone, Assistant County Manager 
Huey Marshall, County Attorney 
Mark Seagle, Assistant County Attorney 

    Debby Gore, Clerk to the Board 
    Margie Stephenson, Deputy Clerk 
    Lithia E. Brooks, Director of Fiscal Operations 
 

I.  CALL TO ORDER 
 
 Chairman Sandifer called the Public Hearing to order at 6:20 p.m., and announced that 
the purpose of the Public Hearing was to receive public comments concerning the proposed 
Street Names.  

 
Jan Clemmons, GIS , explained that the proposed street names are unopposed. 

 
II.  PUBLIC COMMENTS 

 
 Chairman Sandifer asked if any members of the audience wished to address the Board of 
the proposed amendment.   

 There were no comments from the audience.  There was no discussion or comments from 
the Board. 
 

III.   ADJOURNMENT 
 

 Commissioner Sue moved to adjourn the Public Hearing at 6:20 p.m.  The vote of 
approval was unanimous. 

 
      __________________________________ 
      David R. Sandifer, Chairman 
      __________________________________ 
      Deborah (Debby) Gore, Clerk to the Board 



 
BRUNSWICK COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

OFFICIAL MINUTES 
REGULAR MEETING 

APRIL 21, 2003 
6:30 P.M. 

 
 The Brunswick County Board of Commissioners met in Regular Session on the 
above date at 6:30 p.m., Commissioners’ Chambers, Public Assembly Building, County 
Government Center, Bolivia, North Carolina. 
 
 
 PRESENT:  Commissioner David Sandifer, Chairman 
    Commissioner Phil Norris, Vice-Chairman 
    Commissioner May Moore  
    Commissioner Tom B. Rabon, Sr. 
    Commissioner William M. Sue 
 
 STAFF:  Marty K. Lawing, County Manager 

Steve Stone, Assistant County Manager 
Huey Marshall, County Attorney 
Mark Seagle, Assistant County Attorney 
Debby Gore, Clerk to the Board 
Margie Stephenson, Deputy Clerk 

    Lithia E. Brooks, Fiscal Operations Director 
 
    Tony Cummings, Chief Deputy 
 
 

I.  CALL TO ORDER 
 

  Chairman Sandifer called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. 
 

II.  INVOCATION/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 

  Commissioner Sue gave the Invocation and led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

III.  ADJUSTMENTS/APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
 Chairman Sandifer asked if there were any adjustments to the agenda.   

 The County Manger requested to add as item #13 under Administrative Report, Second Reading and 

adoption of GIS Proposed Street Names.  

 Vice-Chairman Norris moved to approve the agenda as amended.  The vote of approval was 
unanimous.   
 

IV.  PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 



 Chairman Sandifer asked if there was anyone in the audience who wished to speak regarding any item 

on the agenda or any matter that was not included in the agenda.  The following citizens addressed the 

Board: 

 
1. Harley Lemons of Southport spoke in opposition to the recent revaluation addressing the 
revaluation and appeals process, the impact on citizens and the direction of the costs of 
government.  Mr. Lemons asked the Board to cancel the revaluation, consider the citizens ability 
to pay, increase the number of County Commissioners and change from four-year terms to two-
year terms. 
 
2. Louie Lewis of Supply spoke in opposition of the revaluation process stating that some 
citizens cannot pay their taxes without selling some of their property.  Mr. Lewis suggested that 
senior citizen should be exempt from property tax until they sell the property and asked the Board 
to find a fair way of revaluation. 
 
3. Grover Gore of Southport spoke in opposition of the revaluation stating the process should be 
done every eight years instead of four.  Mr. Gore asked the Board to cancel the revaluation and 
establish a more even handed way for the process of revaluations. 
 
4. Stafford Statton asked the Board to reconsider the revaluation and consider the citizens of 
Brunswick County. 
 
5. William Burney opposes the revaluation and asked the Board to do what’s best for the 
County citizens. 
 
 Commissioner Moore asked the County Attorney to explain the revaluation process to the 
audience. 
 
 Mr. Marshall explained that there is a method to calculate evaluations, and the ability to pay 
is not considered in the North Carolina General Statutes.  The County Attorney stressed that 
power generation facilities are allowed unilateral revaluations on the first, fifth and seventh years 
of a property revaluation.  Past experience has been that the property base of the County was 
significantly reduced in that fifth year.  To allow power generating facilities to share the tax 
burden of the entire County, revaluations were planned to be done every four years.   
 

V.  APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA 
 
 Commissioner Sue moved to approve the Consent Agenda.  The vote of approval was unanimous.  

The following items were approved: 

 

A. Minutes 
 1.  Public Hearing Minutes of April 7, 2003 at 5:55 pm 
 1.  Public Hearing Minutes of April 7, 2003 6:00 p.m. 
 2.  Public Hearing Minutes of April 7, 2003 6:15 p.m. 



 3.  Regular Meeting Minutes of April 7, 2003 
 
B. Tax Matters 
 1.  Approval of December 2002 Motor Vehicle Valuation & Levy  
 (Exhibit Book 35, Attachment #1) 
 2.  Approval of Fire Fee Releases for April 2003  (Exhibit Book 35, Attachment #2) 
 3.  Approval of Tax Releases for April 2003  (Exhibit Book 35, Attachment #3) 
 
C. Finance  (Exhibit Book 35, Attachment #4) 

 We are in receipt of the following FY 2002-2003 budget amendment requests: 

1) Volunteer Rescue Squads Capital Funding  

        $11,735 Increase                     County Capital Reserve Fund 

This budget amendment represents the recommendation from the Volunteer Rescue Squad (VRS) 
Capital Funding committee as follows:    

                         Oak Island EMS                two (2) Striker EMS Pro Stair Chairs                   $3,732 

                         Southport VRS                various rescue equipment needs                           $8,003 

County funds in the amount of $11,735 are involved. 

2) Library 

         $14,250 Increase                    State Revenue - Restricted            $10,531 

                                                          Gifts & Memorials                                 535 

                                                          Other Revenues                                 3,184 

This amendment represents a request from the Library Director to appropriate additional revenues 
that have been received in excess of budget and an increase in State revenue.  These revenues will 
be used to procure audio visual and data processing equipment.  County funds in the amount of 
$3,184 are involved. 

3) Parks & Recreation 

           $1,000 Increase                      Knights of Columbus Donation 

This amendment represents a donation from the Knights of Columbus for the Special Olympics 
program as administered by the Parks & Recreations department.  County funds are not involved. 

4)  Health - Women Infant & Children (WIC) - Client Services 

            $8,381 Increase                     State Revenue - Restricted 

This amendment represents an increase in State funding for the above referenced program.  These 
additional revenues will be used for operational costs of said program.  County funds are not 
involved.  

We request the Board's concurrence to amend the FY 2002-2003 Budget Ordinance accordingly. 
 
D. Resolution in support of additional Highway Patrol in Brunswick County. 

 
RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF STATIONING NEW 

STATE HIGHWAY PATROLMEN TO BRUNSWICK COUNTY 
 



 Whereas, North Carolina has experienced a growth in population, and that population has 
consistently become more mobile, and  
 
 Whereas, there has been a proportionate rise in the number of motor vehicles that are being 
operated on the highways of North Carolina, and 
 
 Whereas, the budget proposed by Governor Easley includes funding for 25 additional State 
Troopers for those areas that have experienced rapid growth, and 
 
 Whereas, Brunswick County has experienced such rapid growth. 
 
 Now therefore, the Brunswick County Commissioners are hereby resolved that the North 
Carolina State Highway Patrol authorize and designate a Sergeant’s position and two of the newly 
anticipated State Highway Patrolmen for duty in Brunswick County. 
 
 This the 21st day of April, 2003. 
 
s/David R. Sandifer, Chair 
Brunswick County Commissioners 
Attest: 
s/Deborah S. (Debby) Gore, Clerk to the Board, CMC 

 
VI.  PRESENTATION 

 
1.  The Carousel Center  (Diana Woolley)  (Exhibit Book 35 Attachment #5) 
Ms. Diana Woolley, Executive Director of the Carousel Center in Wilmington, explained that 
the non-profit Carousel Center provides a child-friendly environment to meet the needs of the 
abused and neglected child and supports child abuse prevention efforts in southeastern North 
Carolina and serves, Bladen, Brunswick, Columbus, Duplin, New Hanover, Pender and 
Onslow Counties.  The Center requested funding support from Brunswick County in the 
amount of $15,000.  Ms. Woolley explained that she was unaware of the April 16, 2003 
deadline for request for funding of non-profit groups. 
Commissioner Sue moved to extend the deadline until April 25, 2003.  The vote of approval 
was unanimous. 
 

VII.  ADMINISTRATIVE REPORT 
 
1. Health – Resolution in Opposition to Senate Bill 672 – (Don Yousey) 
Staff recommends that the Board of Commissioners consider approving a Resolution in 
opposition to Senate Bill 672 as presented. 
Commissioner Sue moved to approve a Resolution in Opposition to Senate Bill 672 from the 
Board of Commissioners.  The vote of approval was unanimous. 
(Exhibit Book 35, Attachment #6) 
 
2. Health – Resolution of Cooperative Intent to Purchase Generators– (Don Yousey) 
Staff recommends that the Board of Commissioners consider approving a Resolution in 
cooperation with the Board of Education for energizing storm shelters. 
Commissioner Moore moved to approve the Resolution of Cooperative Intent with the Board of 
Education.  The vote of approval was unanimous.  
(Exhibit Book 35, Attachment #7) 
 
3. Revenue – Advertisement of Unpaid Taxes for 2002 – (Danny Culler) 



Staff recommends that the Board of Commissioners consider approving the advertisement of 
unpaid taxes for 2002. 
Vice-Chairman Norris moved to approve advertisement of unpaid taxes for 2002.  The vote of 
approval was unanimous.  (Exhibit Book 35, Attachment #8) 
 
4. Emergency Services – Memorandum of Agreement – (Randy Thompson) 
Staff recommends that the Board of Commissioners consider approving a Memorandum of 
Agreement with the NC Division of Emergency Management for Emergency Planning Funding 
Assistance in the amount of $21,200 and the associated FY 2002-2003 Budget Amendment. 

Commissioner Sue moved to approve a Memorandum of Agreement with the North Carolina 
Division of Emergency Management in the amount of $21,200 and the associated Budget 
Amendment.  The vote of approval was unanimous.  (Exhibit Book 35, Attachment #9) 

5. Engineering – County Park Improvements - Tripp Engineering – (Jeff Phillips) 
Staff recommends that the Board of Commissioners consider approving the proposal from Tripp 
Engineering for the design of various County park facility improvements. 
Commissioner Rabon moved to approve Tripp Engineering for various park improvements to 
include split face block.  The vote of approval was unanimous.  (Exhibit Book 35, Attachment #10) 
 
6. Engineering – NE Brunswick WTF - T.A. Loving Company – (Jeff Phillips) 
Staff recommends that the Board of Commissioners consider approving Change Order No. 4 on 
the General Contract for the Northeast Brunswick Wastewater Treatment Facilities in the amount 
of $57,879 and the associated Project Ordinance Budget Amendment. 
Commissioner Sue moved to approve Change Order No. 4 for T.A. Loving Company in the 
amount of $57,879 and the associated Project Ordinance Budget Amendment.  The vote of 
approval was unanimous.  (Exhibit Book 35, Attachment #11) 
 
7. Engineering – NE Brunswick WTF – Harris Electric Company – (Jeff Phillips) 
Staff recommends that the Board of Commissioners consider approving Change Order No. 2 on 
the Electrical Contract for the Northeast Wastewater Treatment Facilities in the amount of $3,968 
and the associated Project Ordinance Budget Amendment. 
Vice-Chairman Norris moved to approve Change Order No. 2 on the electrical contract for the 
Northeast Wastewater Treatment Facilities in the amount of $3,968 and will change the contract 
time by 122 days, moving the end date to August 29, 2003, and the associated Project Ordinance 
Budget Amendment.  The vote of approval was unanimous.  (Exhibit Book 35, Attachment #12) 
 
8. Town of Belville – Flood Damage Prevention Ordinance – (Marty Lawing) 
Staff recommends that the Board of Commissioners consider approving an Agreement with the 
Town of Belville for Flood Damage Prevention Ordinance administration and enforcement. 
Commissioner Sue moved to approve the Agreement with the Town of Belville for Flood 
Damage Prevention Ordinance Administration and Enforcement.  The vote of approval was 
unanimous.  (Exhibit Book 36, Attachment #13) 
 
9. New Law Enforcement / Detention Center Architectural Design – (Marty Lawing) 
Staff recommends that the Board of Commissioners consider approving the architectural design 
for the new Detention/Law Enforcement Center Project. 
Commissioner Rabon moved to approve the architectural design for the new Detention/Law 
Enforcement Center.  The vote of approval was unanimous.  (Exhibit Book 37, Attachment #14) 
 
10. Volunteer Rescue Squad Capital Funding Committee Reallocation of Funds– (Lithia 
Brooks) 



Staff recommends that the Board of Commissioners consider approving the amendment to 
County Capital Reserve Fund to reallocate $10,830 to the Volunteer Rescue Squad Capital Fund. 
Commissioner Rabon moved to approve the amendment to the Capital Reserve Fund to reallocate 
$10,830 to the Volunteer Rescue Squad Capital Fund.  The vote of approval was unanimous. 
(Exhibit Book 35, Attachment #15) 
 
11. Resolution – General Obligation School Bonds – (Lithia Brooks) 
Staff recommends that the Board of Commissioners approve the resolution for the issuance and 
sale of General Obligation School Bonds in the principal amount of $18,320,000 and a Resolution 
approving the County’s initial and continuing disclosure with respect to the proposed General 
Obligation School Bonds, Series 2003. 
Commissioner Moore moved to approve the Resolution for issuance and sale of General 
Obligation School Bonds in the principal amount of $18,320,000 and a Resolution approving 
Brunswick County’s initial and continuing disclosure with respect to the proposed General 
Obligation School Bonds, Series 2003.  The vote of approval was unanimous. 
(Exhibit Book 35, Attachment #16) 
 
12. FY 2002-2003 Goals & Objectives – Third Quarter Report – (Marty Lawing) 
Staff recommends that the Board of Commissioners consider receiving the third quarter report for 
the 2002-2003 Goals & Objectives.   
The Board commended Staff regarding achievements with the Goals and Objectives. 
(Exhibit Book 35, Attachment #17) 
 
13.  GIS- Street Names  (added under Adjustments to the Agenda) 
Staff recommends Second Reading and Adoption of the Street Names.   
First Reading was April 7, 2003 and a Public Hearing was held earlier this evening. 
Vice-Chairman Norris moved to approve Second Reading and Adoption of the GIS Street Names.  
The vote of approval was unanimous.  (Exhibit Book 35, Attachment #18) 
 
Chairman Sandifer requested to hear Other Business before entering Closed Session.  The Board 
agreed. 
 

VIII.  OTHER BUSINESS/INFORMAL DISCUSSION 
 
Chairman Sandifer ascertained the passage of the Resolution in Support of the Alternative Route 
for Access to the State Ports and the Resolution in Support of Weapons of Mass Destruction 
Funding, and iterated the support from the Board of Commissioners for those resolutions on 
Commissioner Sue’s motion which passed unanimously, stipulating that these Resolutions be sent 
to appropriate parties. 
 

IX.  COUNTY ATTORNEY’S REPORT 
 
1. Closed Session 

7:58 p.m.  Commissioner Sue moved to enter Closed Session pursuant to N.C.G.S. 143-318.11 (a) (3) 

consultation on legal matters.  The vote of approval was unanimous. 

 

Recess  Chairman Sandifer called a five-minute recess. 



 

Reconvened  8:16 p.m.  Chairman Sandifer called the Open Session back to order. 

 
The County Attorney requested approval of Release of Settlement in Brunswick County vs 
SPATCO and PIECO Inc. 02-CVS-745.   
Commissioner Moore moved to approve the Release of Settlement with SPATCO AND PIECO.  
The vote of approval was unanimous.  (Exhibit Book 35, Attachment #19) 
 
The County Attorney requested approval for Release of Settlement in CGLIC vs Brunswick 
County No. 7: 02-CV-184-F (1). 
Commissioner Sue moved to approve the Release of Settlement with CGLIC vs Brunswick 
County.  The vote of approval was unanimous. (Exhibit Book 35, Attachment #20) 
 
The County Attorney requested authorization to contribute to the costs of an expert witness to 
appear on behalf of Brunswick County for final hearing on the CPDES Phase II Regulator, not to    
exceed $2,500.   
Vice-Chairman Norris moved to authorize contribution to the costs of the expert witness for the 
final hearing of CPDES Phase II Regulator, not to exceed $2,500.  The vote of approval was 
unanimous. 
 
The County Attorney requested a motion to amend the Regular Meeting Minutes of April 7, 2003 
on page #14 of the current packet regarding the Equalization and Review Board appointment.   
Commissioner Rabon moved to allow the last sentence to read “Barbara Cumbee will succeed 
Cortez Ward and serve a two-year term that expires April 1, 2005.”  The vote of approval was 
unanimous. 
 
The County Attorney requested authorization to withdraw the Resolution concerning the 
Southern Toll Route over the Cape Fear River and the Board agreed.   
 

X.  ADJOURNMENT 
 
 Commissioner Sue moved to adjourn the Regular Meeting at 8:18 p.m.  The vote of approval was 

unanimous. 

 
 
      _______________________________________ 
      David R. Sandifer, Chairman 
 
 
      _______________________________________ 
      Deborah (Debby) Gore, Clerk to the Board 
 


